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‘Including SEN pupils in an Independent school’  
by Helen James. 
 
I will be describing a practice which we have developed in the senior part of 
the school over the last three years which has enabled the school to offer 
programmes for pupils with Learning Disabilities and Differences who might 
not normally have access to a mainstream international school. 
 
We are an independent fee paying school in the unusual situation of teaching 
in English and following the British National curriculum in France. There are many  
other English speaking international or bilingual schools in Paris but they do not 
cater for pupils with exceptional SEN. This means that we are contacted from 
around the world up to a year in advance by English speaking families who 
have a child with a Learning Disability who are considering relocation to Paris 
but need to know about educational provision. 
 
Over the last three years we have included a pupil with Down syndrome 
(Trisomy 21) with a French mother and an English father; a girl who suffered 
brain damage following epileptic seizures at the age of 2 years; a disturbed 
boy with EAL and SEN; and three boys with severe ADHD combined with other 
SEN one of whom was hospitalised after a psychotic breakdown. At present 
two of these pupils are with us, one in Y7 the other in Y9. One of the unusual 
factors about the school is that we have a transient population. The families 
follow the job of the father or the mother and after a few years they often 
move on around the world. The plus factor is that the Companies pay the 
school fees which leads on to how we manage these pupils. The school has 
introduced a series of Levels, similar to the SEN Toolkit model, with 
corresponding fees, which allows us to employ Learning Support Assistants. 
 
The pupils described have been with us over the last three years but not all 
simultaneously. There are usually no more than two or three in KS3. They 
belong to tutor groups and are included in mainstream classes with their LSA 
where appropriate.  
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The challenge has been:  

• To maintain a programme of basic skills in Maths and English. 

• To liaise with subject teachers on differentiation to enable the pupils to 
enjoy and benefit from the Humanities, Technology, Sports PSHE, Art, MFL 
and Music. (Usually they do not attend mainstream Maths or Science 
but the Science Dept offers them a special lesson in the laboratory to 
do experiments.) 

• To draw up individual timetables to include LS teachers, LSA time and 
inclusion time with subject teachers. These often change if the topic in 
class is not appropriate 

• Supervise and encourage the LSA who are full of initiatives and follow 
up subjects started in class and do ‘homework’. 

• Support the parents 

• Talk to the other pupils about the Special Needs pupil and help them to 
learn how to respond and interact and to understand. What to do in the 
playground, not to bully, mock or take advantage. Etc 

 
The answer lies in a whole school approach, a caring school Community; time, 
experience and courage to experiment. For me the most important 
motivators have been the parents of the special needs child; the goodwill and 
support of the teachers who have accepted them into their classes; and the 
exceptionally positive approach of the LSAs. 
 



Why Stop Here?  
We can help you
reach further…

We’re here to help you discover the latest software and assistive 
technology solutions for education, particularly to help people 
with dyslexia and other disabilities.

We work with students, teachers, SENCo’s and needs assessors 
who are interested in technology that makes a difference.

Established for over 20 years, we offer independent and expert 
advice.

It’s your choice:  software products that read text out loud, or 
recognise your voice, help with numeracy, study skills, reading and 
spelling.  All offered with or without complete computer systems 
backed up by training and a dedicated support team.

Call freephone
0800 018 0045 to order the...
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iansyst Ltd
Fen House, Fen Road
Cambridge
CB4 1UN

Telephone 01223 420101
Sales/info 0800 018 0045
Web www.dyslexic.com
Web www.itspc.co.uk

www.

iansyst.co.uk

The independent experts in...
assistive technology solutions


